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THAT LETTER BUREAU.

At the late meeting of the EKansas
Reform Press association a committee
was appointed to endeavor fo make
arrangements for & weekly letior
from Topeka to the several papers of
the state. The committee have in
view, if possible, to furnish that letter
free, or at most at the trifling cost of
postage, and by the plan under con-
sideration we think it can be done.
Although we had held no regular
meeting prior to our issue of last
weak we had some oorrespondence
upon the subject and the committee
was agreed upon the plan that shonld
be attempted.

Lanst week we stated that cerfain
parties had sttempted to forestall]
any sction the committee might de-
gire to take by sending ont ciroulars
proposing to undertake this corree-
pondence without authority of the
committes. Mr, Ballard in his “Har-
rikin” says our statement was false.
Lot ns see whether it was or not, The
gircular he sent ont begins as fol-
lows:

A Letter Burean haa been opened in so.
oordanos with the views expressed by the
members of the Reform Press Association

st its Inst mesting.”

Now if he was starting this news
burean npon his own responsibility
why did he make that statement. He
knew very well that a committee had
been appointed to carry out the views
of the association. and he knew more-
over, that he had no suthority from
the committes to say that ‘s pro-
posed letter was ;n  sccordance with
the plan of the sssociation.

We do not care how many lettars
Mr. Ballard writes nor what he gets
for them, but we do not propose that
he shall impose them upon the naso-
ciation under false ocolors. That s
all npon this subject.

There aresome other things that
we desire to say, however, while writ-
ing about Mr. Ballard, We do not
know him and would be sorry to do
him an injostice; but his course in
connection with the gulf and inter-
state railroad scheme has been such
as to arouse suspieon that he and his
assooiates are trying to bleed some-
body; and the president and secretary
of the provisional board appointed at
the meeting recently held in this aity
to devise a plan for the bmilding of
guoh & road have therefore falt called
upon to cantion the public agamst
imposition. This they have done in
the daily papers of the city and in
the Apvooare. We would remind Mr.
Ballard that if he is intending to dos
legitimate and honorable business in
this city he is making & very nnforto-
‘nate beginning.

We now desire to add s word in
reference to the railroad soheme itse!f.
We published the proceedings of the
meeting held in this city and the
plan as far as completed, which was
adopted by that meeting. Wennder-
stand this “People’s Letter Baresun”
complains that the Aovocare is not
supporting the scheme. This is ecor-
rect. While we recognize the impor-
tance of such a road, if it can be
built, and stand ready fo do all we
can for it when a practicsble plan is

management, we do not consider that | formed solely for the publio good and | tation has gone far enongh. The Ame
there is anything as yet to support. | with no idea of taxing the peopls for [vocars not only published the de- -
The plan presented is incomplete and [profit. Take the postal system as an | fense lalluded to, but it proposes fo P
witally defective. This fact is now |example. The purposeof the govern- [stand by it, and to designate by their ML
recognized by those most intimately |ment is to make it as nearly selfsus- |proper title the cowardly curs J‘f
connected with it, and it is proposed |baining as possible, but nob to tax the |make s practice of ssailing the char| L g
at the meeting on the Oth inst., to |people for purposes of gain. If the|acter and reputstion of good men b g
employ the ablest legal talent and |power to condnet the postal system |only because they have the courage & =
endeavor to overcome the obatacles |wers to be delegated by the govern-|to be independent in thurmmﬂ.'
that present themselves, and devise a | ment to an individual or corporation, [utéerances. If you kamow anything
plan that is practicable, and that will |that individual or corporation wounld | wrong about Mr.Clemens lot us have
afford safety to those who invest in |operste it, not alone for the public|it, otherwise you write yourself down £k
it. If this is done sstufactorily the|good, but for gain. Agaiu; if the |s villsin m every paragraph like the Sk
soheme will have no more ardent sup- | postal system as operated by the{above that finds a place in your J I}
porter than the Anvocare. Ifit is|government should yield s revenus|columna. R b
not done it will not merit sapport.|above cost of operation, the profit T , '
This is the status of the railroad |wonld accrue to all the people. It mmnmm
acheme and onr feeling in regard to|wonld go 1nto the public treasury and | T Omo, Deosmber 38 —A faws
it at this time; and nothing could be|be available for other publis expen-
more unfortunate for the scheme |ses; whereas in private or corporste
itsell than premature and unanthor- |hands the profits wonld go to indi-
ized solicitations for it by irrespon- | viduals,
sible parties. . There is still another distinotion in
One thing more, since Mr. Ballard |case of our railroad system in private
has chosen to refer to it in a very un-|hands, The power of taxation which
called for manner in this paper. He|is a fanction belonging alone to the
intimates that the elsctrio light com- |state, ia illegally delegated to private
pany declined to put lights in the|parties, and the people are afforded
rooms of his news buresu at the dio-|no safeguards against the abuses
tation of Mr. Hopkins. The facts|practiced of taxation of one clsss for
are that he desired the company to |the benefit of another, even to the
make the connections for his benefit |extent of paying interest npon fioti-
with the Populist League meter|tions ocapital and dividends upon
which wonld have made the leagne|watered stock. It would seem that
responsible for his light. To this|our correspondent wounld be able to
Mr. Hopkins objested, and if the|see these distinotions.
aleotrie light company did not choose| He is undoubtedly correct about
to put the lights in hia office unless|the power of individuals or corpor-
they were connected with the leagne |ations to constrnot rosds or other
meter, there was probably another | publio ntilities where it is necessary
reason for it rather than the “dicta-[to take private property for publio
tion” of Mr. Hopkins. Mr. Hopkins' |use except as the agent of nation,
“dictation” referred to nothing ex-|state or municipality. He is right
copt the oconnection of the wirea. also in that the functions performed
Now if we have done Mr, Ballard |by railrosd and other corporations
or his assooiates any injustice in these |are public fanctions. Oar theory is
remarks we shall stand ready to make |that the delegation of these powers
a correction st any time. The facts|to individuals and corporations for
sesm now to be as here stated. An |private gan is illegal, that such dele-
honorable and straightforward course | gation of power fo tax one class for
is always best in the long run and |the benefit of another was never con-
will command respect from enemies |templated by the founders of the
as wall as friends, and it is good|republie; and when they are so dale-
policy, eapecially for strangers in a|gated the funotion performed oceases
community, to avoid even the appear- [to be socialistic in ita charaoter
ance of evil, lest one be suspected of |because it 15 performed for private
wrong intentions and saorifice the |gain instead of solely for the publio
confidence he might otherwise have
hoped to gain.

BAILHOADING AND SOOIALISM

Our Colorado co t replies
inanother column to our oriticiem
upon his former communieation. Ha

1

arrangementa were made with his arediton”
commibtee to sebble 83 50 cents on e &
lar, but sincs thai time, J. B. Gom
assignes, sayo thaé errors have besm & ;
oovered in the work of ibe appralssment,
whioh upset the whols srrangsmantand will L
requiro Mr. Foslor %o reiss a mush lavger
sum than he was led to believe would bare.
quired. .
Woe have seen the above dispateh
in quite a namber of republican and
democratio papers, and we havenot
seen it suggested by any of themthad '
Mr. Foster is a repudiator on account
of settling his indebtedness for 50 S 4
ocents on the dollar. A good many [ |!
railroads have gone into the handsof
receivers recently, and it is expected Igm
that they will settle for a per cent. of - =~
their indebtedness, and we hear no .Jr'
tal . about repudistion in their onss. I}
It & farmer, however, seeks merely a ,Aﬂ
stay of execation in case of morigage AN
foreclosure in order to afford himsn I
opportunity to redesm & home whioch
represents the small savings of many — H8
years of toil and selfdenial, he iss
repudistor of the very wickedest p
kind; and soy political party m@ Al
dares to proposa that he shall ha \
such an opportunity, is surs to drive
capital out of the country and ruin
the oredit of the state. It makes s
vast difference whose ox is gored.
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Ir wili be remembered that certain
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says:
of course, were led to do this
It the very broad meaning given to the
et et A e A eaoictl o Doty distardly act by the governor's tramp
ﬁ&um.mmormm ciroular. Henece it follows, '
where salf government sxists is socialistio, logio republican pa
mmm:&fnm:.munn:- :’:'l,wlﬂlh.:lum
& railroad. further oan divest s -
say of her funotions of their rooialistio of this sanctimonious ety
oharsoter by simply appointing & privatein. peka have been

dividual or corporstion so sok for herin the
place of her government. Yeb both govern- |};
ment sod the oorporation sre her sgemte,
ons nataral with general powers, the other
special with specifio powers and duties. It
is ot sasy to see how this substisufion
changes the naturs of the funotion.

Wa understand that our correspond-

- presented for ile constrockion snd
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